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The trailblazers
remember the
personal costs
and public
gains, the open
doors and closed
minds, the
sacrifices and
benefits of being
the first to step
across color
lines in Florida
schools.
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Harold Knowles

ll’ Biology caes 57 THlakoeces's all-Blask Linesls High Sehal,
TRty kids wiers SsREned 10 Shd mleraicese.” Hanskd
Kniodes recently rocalbe:

Bust wihen Knowles meoved 1o che whize Leon High Schea
in | %3, he was surprised o see the dilferenon @ vwhdl wid
arailable to students. “When | got 1o Leon, every o kids had a
misrgdoosss, Basically that had a profound effec: cn ma. The
COMIraLt wil 10 encrmows. Tou never had new books at
Lmeada, Voun Fud used books, ard they were maroed up ad
busted up by tha tme yow gt them. The school systems would
asgign ofd Beski from Lean to the black high schools down the
el Thee ¢ antrast Betwoman ha Bwr ciiirations was very obyvi
OUS.

Eraoedes, noy managing ihareholder in Tallshassee-based
Mrowles, Mada & R.-n:k":||:|- thel sldadr Black kv S im Nerth
Florida, said e chose oo bo cne of the firse Back udonts ta
inteprate Leon becawse he wanted ecucationa apporouniy, =l
wasil irying to be a pioneer,” he sald. *| wasn't handpicioed by
anybecy, | stsumed that anybody would, if green the opportn
By, Btnand tha Bast high schocl in the county™

Bt b Feourad ot e weas one of only three Linoodn stadents
oo s B3 Loan "8 wal 8 redl surprise io me. People kept
chindomg this wid & rédl douragecan thing to da, | thought all of
iy Disddbes weould Be over St Lecn. Wity Jian mdhe ooime It
wat 2 mined bag. Some people seayed, |'m sure, Becauis of fear
of the unknown. It was centainly somsthing new amd differem
Thasre weers others prowd of thelr raditen at Lincolin, ™

Afver graduaton, Krowlkes headed to DePaww Universicy in
Lrpancastle. Ind.. before retunning 1o Florda to recefve his
bachabsr's and lve degress from Florda State Univers oy (e
ourrenitly sarves of FSL'S Baard ol Trustoes.

“l wanted o pet the hell of cu of the South, ondy to firxd
that the Motk was profbatls warie [regardag ricin). | gpant
w0 mscrabe yvears up thene bolens | returmsd 1o Florsda and
weent to Florida Stare.”

Erowhes said he belleves the ediscaricnal ksdber far Blagk
children teday indude the large size of schooks ard che lack of
parscnal support sys-
Bair, "W Al pursly
Focd, bt eoriinly Shek
chikdren b not Fared
2 weell, Misoing is char
underking support sys-
tem that was, believe i
or not, there in days of
segprogation,” he sakd,
“Teackers lived in your
CEHTNE, know har.t
parents, sitonded
crirch oF ather socia
organiaiond, That tub-
culture wag thers,”

Parnela Griner
Loy
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Doby Flowers

n 1970, Doby Flowers stocd on the 5-yard line of Flarida

State Ulniversity s Doak Campbell Stadium and celebrated a
break through. 5he had just been ehecoed F5LI's first biadk:
homecoming gueen,

It wwas mot a persomal viclory lor her, she saxd, recently
reflectirg abour the event. It was a victory for all black sou-
durasg. Theay had Blazed & t=ul ints thi Urbarity s Dop JoCinl
iRl Lt

"My running lor homecaming quiéen a8 the candidite of
e Bladk student union was not 3 process of, 'O, we want a
beauty queen,’” she sabd. “¥e wanted to change institutions
and the way they saw Alncan Americans as a whole. We
wanted access, We wanted every irsticution 1o be open o
arrbody”

Tha universy Fad argddy desegragatod it acadamic and
aehletc prograns, sk nateel, The lant fremtier wos ies oeial
presgrams

“There was one insttution that was sedal. We thought
that hamecoming quesn was the ukimate yymbol of the
soctal.” To win, Flowers and b supporters plannesd a sirate-
gy that included operating what she clled 2 campaign:head-
qUArDErs “war room.”

Thair worory reinforced the cholos sha made oo actend
F5U instead of predominancly black Florida ARM, where her
PatENIE, CourEr, and foemne 'H:ﬂl'“‘h. tigdl artersded, v ol e
Brothest, Fred Flowers, wha had alis epted 1o sttend FaLL,
wad orve of the firgt 10 black students o enroll at the univer-
sity. and woas its first black athlepe,

Ir the effort of desegregation, wa went o Flonda
Seate.” Dioby Flowers said, "l was the dosest to going away
from hame, in terms of not krowing the emdronmens, not
Enowing the people, all of thet. Even though things were
ighiy segregared, there was o movement aloot, a wave of
change sweeping this councory, student procescs. ¥ith chis
change, through the eyes of students, the eountry, the ory,
Ehag nintivirsity Marted 1o changs,

Az F5L, tha sarned & bachalor's cegres in octyl waliyre
im 1971 and a raster’s in urban and regional planning in 1973,
In 1980, she began a decade of wark in Mew York City for
Mayar Ed Koch. bn 1780, as Mew York™s commistioner of
Fuman resoarces administration, she oversaer child welfare
and a 35-billion budget. She now B manager at the
Tallahasses law firm of Flowers & Whice.

I lecking a1 the kegacy of Brown v Board of Edusation,
sh said, " Brown o i of che liws that separaed people. |
g 3acess. But sho emphasizod that in acnuality, segrega-
son #hll axists in schaoli, Some public schaaly today are vie-
tualy all black. 3t are the academic tracts within many
schaols, Flwers said. “But the legacy of Brown v Board of
Ediacation i great im spite of this. bn spite of how far we have

IO 0, Wi W Comie 3 very long wag.”

—Pameda Grines Leavy
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LaVon Bracy

il shurs and painful abuse mar high schesl memaries for LaVion

Viiright Bracy, che firss black sudent o integrate the Alachua
County Public Scheal System in 1964 She was che only black grad-
ace i thee Gairdsvile High School class of 1985,

“Thas waa,. 40 years ago, and &'s stll very wvid in my mind, the
Fagred nd abuse | had mhen fram wiite folk.” Bracy sald.

That year, ber facher, the Rev. Thomat Wight S, served s
president of Gairgavilla's chapter of the Mational Asseciation for the
Advancemant of Colored People (MAMCP), which wan a wchaol.
dedegregation lassuit in 1964, Bracy volunseensd to spend her senior
e 3 Gainesville High after no ather black students came forward

Tt was horrible,” she recalled. “| was abused, misused, gwary
ahary. I was nod unersual 1o be called ‘nigger” 2t beass 110 times a day, o
b showid |0 times a day. My dassmates seted & if | had the plague if
I 'wras ko sit dovwn. The library would ampey, Four or fve taibles in the
lmchroom would ger up.

“Thay took o past 0o ke sure e was as horrible 83 pessible
fior me. One di. | wad jumped by a whice make scudet and b
frierl, [Afier bwing repeatedly punched and stemped,] | was bleed
ing. Tha prindpal sxw | was bioeding prefusely. | told him | resded 2
call ry dad and get 0o a bodgital, Hie said, bow did he know tha |
did'c come Trom homss that way!™

Afver this exporience, Bracy wared nathing
b3 e with a'tl.:n:ing a p-ﬂ:i:-:m‘-rmh\- wihite aini-
wersity. Her father unged her 1o amesd tha
University of Flonda, but she chots instead to
attend Fisk University in Madbnille, Tenn,

“I needed 12 go whene | was 2 majoricy,” sha
said. “Fitk was wonderful. | think every [black] kid
cught 1o have the opportunity of poing 1o a pre-
damirantly black school lor a senge of commit.-
fraent, a sense of knewing whe pou are, a sense of
sacrifice ard Festory you don't get when you go oo
.iwhd:i-l'l"l-‘b.-ﬁ.‘-ljr #theal. Qur history is not appre-
ciated by the masses. [t took me Tour veart to
heal. and | don't know il ' healed yor =

Bracy earnad har bashalor's degree at Fisk, a
maseer’s in educatsn from the Unoversicy of
Minmi, and & dectorate in higher educaton
administration frem the University of Flarida,
Pdove st is co-Toundier and admirstrabsr of Mew
Cevenant Baprar Chirch af Ovlanda.

In assosting the gtuaten today, Bracy said
thavt Jepitd Brgwn v. Boord of Education, she scill
feels the races are divided. ®| chink the sconarmy
|ﬂ1=|uth:dnmmh_ﬂlfmw“mm
concermed abous the rich getting richer and the
PO getting poarer. Thers's no prescription o
help those genuinely in need, and no ore car,
Me ane cares d Alrican-American kidi can't read”

—Pamiela Gnner Leawy

Our history is
not appreciat-
ed by the
masses. It took
me four years
to heal, and I
don’t know if
I'm healed yet.”

Lia¥eors Hracy
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Michael Haygood

lack students who integrated white schools “paid a price,”

said Michael Haygocd, one of 30 students to transder in
1966 from Leesburg™s all-black Carver High School to white
Leesburg High.

“Tou hayoe 1o “\‘ﬂl“l‘h"ﬂﬂg. Peaple terd to tomewhat
Helate youn, Yo makos & sanifice,” b said, "1 waan't willing te
b it alfter bigh school ™ Though b high scheal puidinee eoun-
sebors amd reachers whiﬂmpmm pradomirantly
white Uinkersity of Fiorida or Steson or Rolling colleges, ©
said, ‘Mo wiry,™ Haygood recently recalied.
=My philosophy aboun lile is

such that all things happen for a
reason, whether or not the experi-
ence was 3 good one. | don't judge
gond or bad, becase they all make
you what you are. By the time | fin-
i, whidh Wil B yoard, | wans-
&d nething more to da with an inte-
grated school | choss a predoms-

Haygood camed a bachelor’s
degres in political science at
Harnpaan Indtitute, now Hampton
Linhsargity, im Vieginia "1 gll waini
univgrazly kevid by dveryanag, but |
kv e lisert v o hated e
becarse | was black,” he mid
“They may have dislied me because | was from Florda or had
hung out with different crowds. Mo one didiked me becawse |
was black”

Ha then chase 1o atend the Linbsersity of Florida o
scheaed, graduaing in | 975, Ha i aending cha prademinant -
by wiine professional scheol werked out fine, bocawse “Tie i
rect cenbered arcund the schodl as much & it S i undengrad-
ate schonl. | had vehive frisnds and bors of Jewish friends ™

Haygood, a kwyer in Florida for some 30 years, now
practices real estabe transaction krw in West Paim Beach.
Duwiring the past several years, he and anather Leeshurg rative,
Bl MeBride, travelid arcund the ftte presenting public
farums about thair garly years during tha pariod of racial peg-
regatan, MoBrde was & colengus of Hipgesd s o I firm
Holland & Knight and was a candidae for governor in 2007,
The twen meen described their experiences in a program ditled
“aarne Teem, Dfferent Lives” sponsoned by the Florda
Humanites Coundil.

bn discuasing the Arews v Boord of Education dechion,
Haygoed deidribid it o "nedittany.” but sad that Blak stu-
cants harva lost tha Bonalics they had in segregated schools,
wihire thay wierg in the manstream and held leaderibip pesi-
thons in school.

“There were simply some benalic 1o tha old sysoem as
far as the development of biack soudents was concomiedl
That's nat to say that ... the: decision wasn't necessary, Our
sty woukin't contirus to exist being separate as it was.”

Michacl Haygoosd

Pamials Grirs Ly
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Renbin Ashew

alling school sepregatian a barm of “spartheid.” Reubin

Ak, Florida's governer for most of the 19705 sup-
poried busing as an effectie way to bring about needed
change.

“Wie weren't saying this was necessarily the ulcimarne
anewer 1o anything,” Askew said im 2 recent intervies.
wiad, ‘Hev dio you break che back af che sysvern chat vwas 5
erustl and inhurmaes? H you had Black schools by chalo, thas
would have boen different: had they been equal, it mght Fave
been different.”

Ackew won alection in 1970 against incumbent Clawda
Kirk, whese anth:busing actions included ordering the Manates
Conmnty school board 1o defy & lederal cout order and raice
puipanding tha boasd snd puperintendent. Alter ALk wii
elected. e made his first offical speech advocating busing ar
the 1971 summer graduation ceremaonies of his alma mater,
thie Uiniversicy of Florida kaw school.

“Some at the graduation and some at the university
couldn't understand why | made the speech. It was importan
o me 1o mados it sorong and, in effect, sy [tat] while none of
B bsieg. blaek children had botn bused all ever terwn
I vweaier's until wer starved buging white children that it became
a real by issue. While | pertonally didn't ke it, | Telt it wat
imperative that we obeyed the courts, and it was the right
thing to do.”

igoow closely monitoned school cpenings in the fall of
1971, Despite reports of boms chreats in thres Florida coun-
chis, bt iold school superinuendents 1o implsmens fedaral
cou orders and Bo A “peditive part of trying 1o ond segroga-
LN i Gl public schedh,”

"W Fad the cuistest and ment successhul cpaning. I'rm ookl
by those clotest to the education process, [ was] the bast [the
state ] had since we got into acoelerated desegregation ™

Bowy a senbor feliows at the John Scoo Dalley Florda
Insticute of povernment 2t Florida Stace Universicy, Askoew
sakd, “Flornds was 03 sepregated 63 avy J0e in che Atien. |
chink Brerwn was a reassurancs of the wonh of = indoidual
andl that tho right 1o Gie and ogual odudalon is 4 fundamantal
comtituticnal rght, and by a7y attemot ta mvoid this prindisla,
a perian would hawe o be responsible to the federal courts.”

Pameda Griner Leawy
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Tho Portor Eass
by {from bal b
right): Jory
Forios Wrlghi,
Snmalrn
Wright, Liwim
Fortor, Fordan
Basckil Smith,
Fommilnr Poais

radkation photographs and digho-

Frs oomeer thie walls of thss Poctaer
home. Scrapbocks pacoed with nows-
papar cippirgs and pictures cheanichs
the famiy"s acooampliibrents—and
some of the changes Eraught by
Brgwn v Board of Education,

Paronts Alvin and Dagphne Parter
harve bacheksr's degrees in education
froem Bedhune-Ceslkman College and
rakte-'s degrees from Florida A&M
Linkearaity. Both are retired educators
winh mgre than 40 YEQrS TR in
segropated, and desegregaced, Pinelas
County schooh,

Their scn, Abvie |r, was one of the Erig Black stadents 1o
integrate a white school—and be sulfersd from the expern-
eneh. “In the first ard second prade ai che black sshasl here
he was thriving, a leader, cutgeing and estroversed,” Chaphne
Porter said, “Vban the teacher had 3 play. be had a lead pars
Orce he sarted a2 another schael, b persomality changed,
and [this] affected hirm theoughowt bis years.”

Thesir daughters, joy Parter Winight and jesniler Porter-

Sminh, graduated from integrated Lakewood High School in 5t

PC'ﬂﬂl‘!bl..l'g and pursued Aillirrt paths to colbupe.

Weright chose to amend predomnantly bladk Flarida ARM
and gracianed in 1987 with & degres in Broadcass jourralzm
"t was a kot different from high school, Bven though
Lakewond was incegrated, black stcudents wera 6l in the
minGrty. Then you actend college. and all yois s6e sre basutiful
ek G008 from all over the eountry—Mew York ard
Washingtor—and you are esposed ta thelr cultures ag wel, |
learmssd 3 it free thim, being 3 native Floridian It was & real
exOting eopenenda.” She now lives ninar Orlando and serves
22 program cegrdinior for the Orange Colnty Parks and
Recreation Drepartmen

Eonlih, D
Porier

. ——

Perear-Smith decded 2 attend the
Urneersity of Flonda, where she ssned a
bachelor"s dﬂslﬂ in m}thﬂhﬂm fag-
ter's and dectorabe degrees in physolop-
tal prrchology. She o spent fave post-
Fraduate years studying pharmacology at
the Liniversicy of Pinsburgh. Sha currently
weorks 35 3 esatubliant to the Orarge
Cioanity schesl ysbem

She chase oo arend LF she said,
"bocaste | felt they had tha program chae
intererted me most a7 the tire, pre
et Badt dbwe found it necessery ta fasm
relacionships with ather Afncan-Smerican
students in her program so they could
shudy together, and she ksaked to Florica
ARM fior her socal b

Th Porter parerts havi dfferent perspectives when
looking ak the impact of sehasl devegregation. Alvin Portar
rctead ths jegregated black con ety tchocls had the shvn
tage of sericy discipline. “Thers ware Sortsn ithings chat weerg
just taboo, that poa couldn't do. because i you did, your par-
onts found out and yeu were punished whan yeu get home.”
Luch clode ties and daciplinary corsequences were obninated
wien Black ftudents were Buted i distant schoals, he wid %A
fot of black siadents didn's succeed. and the culture s sulfige-
ing.

Draphne Porter gaid echool proslesns today are a resuls of
“errircermental inflisnces” throughoat the culture, rot st
biaing. She remembers sayryg in college thar putting black and
welii e dludents topether in clxisreams wouldn't oreste
“magic.”

Bt ey the believes, “Maybe thare wor somathing
“magic” that happaned when children of diffeant races ar, lg-
renad, plyed, worked, and ate together in achoal. | see the
leng-verm legacy of Brown v Educotion as a posithae ane.”

—Pameli Griner Leawy

SFliEd Boed HEEICH HUMARTTHS COUNGL, FoRys 3§



	forum-cover-spring-04.pdf
	forum-04-pg1.pdf
	forum-04-pg2.pdf
	forum-04-pg3.pdf
	forum-04-pg4.pdf
	forum-04-pg5.pdf

